[Importance of re-examinations in the diagnosis of benign paroxysmal positional vertigo].
To evaluate the importance of re-examinations in the diagnosis of benign paroxysmal positional vertigo (BPPV) and its clinical characteristics. The medical records of 288 BPPV patients treated during January 2009 to December 2010 were reviewed and analyzed. The definite diagnosis was established by re-examinations. Among them, 39 (13.5%) were diagnosed by re-examinations or return visits. And 25 patients received a correct diagnosis on the first visit and 14 were diagnosed on return visits. Their ages, gender distribution and the times of particle-repositioning maneuver were the same as the overall profiles. The rate of horizontal semicircular canal BPPV was higher in the 39 re-examined patients than the overall rate (46.15% vs 22.22%). And the latencies decreased during the second examination in 18 patients. Re-examinations and return visits are useful for diagnostic clarifications in the suspected BPPV patients.